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E The Developnent of Veremonial at St. Luke's 


Church, Ge town 


* 
The period from 1883 to 191118 headed, in Dr. Yerke's nistory 
of St. Luke's, chapter 7, "the waking of a Catholic Parish.“ 


1883. The teaching certainly began in 1885, but there were no outward acts 
of devotion - Morning and Evening Prayer were the normal Sunday de rviees, except 
for the early Masses at 7 and 8; on the lst Sunday in the month Mass was repeated 
af ter Moming Prayer, when most of the congregation left after the e mon, A 
little later this late Mass was added to morning Prayer on the Srd Sunday in the 
month, Daily “orning and Evening Prayer started on monday, October 20, 1884. 


1885. in 1885 the first real trouble began when the Processional “ross was 
introduced, which resulted in one vestryman leaving the Church. (He later ree 


turned )e 


18864 in 1886 Eucharistic lights were given in memory of Mrs, Romaine, and 


again we lost a vestryman for a time. 


1883-1908. The Church from 1883 to 1908 had a wooden altar, vith dossel and side 
curtains, and frontals of the color of the season, A brass eagle leoturn and a 
pulpit of wood with a sounding board cecupiedtheir-usual. pieces, 


1890, In the “anctuary there were standing gas candleabra, one on each 
side of the altar, and two enommous Eucharistic lights that were used for a 


time only at the early Masses on Sundays. 


Like most Anglican parishesof that time the use of a queer shade of 
maroon cadsocks and lace cottas was introduced in 1890, together with a laee alb 
for the Crucifer, made by Sister Mary Raphael of All Saint's Sisterhood, ten years 


before the “lessed Sacrament was reverenced in any way by either priests or people, 
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1892. The late Mass every ounday was started in 1892, 


1895. “n 1895 the organ and rood soreen were put in. Some matters of oe re- 
monial were adjusted in 1900, and the 20th century was opened in the parish with 
@ Midnight Mass at 12:01 A.M. preceeded by the Benitential Office and Sermon. The 
Service was concluded efter Mess with a Dolemn Te Deum. ‘he following regulations 
were printed on the program: 

(1) THIS IS NOT AN EVENING GOMMUNION SERVICE, 

(2) NO CQMMUNIONS WILL BE MADE EXCEPT BY SIGNING A CARD OR PERSOMAL 

ARRANGEMENT WITH THE CLERGY, 
(3) A FAST SHOULD BE OBSERVED FROM 6 P.M. 


1901. On September 19, 1901 there was a Choral Requiem at 11 A.M. for Presies 
dent MeKinley, and with this notation on the program: 
"IT IS DESIRABLE THAT NO COMMUNIONS BE MADE AT THIS SERVICE," 


Note that it took twenty-five years of continual teaching of fasting comun- 
ion until the practice of non-cemmunicating late Mass was int reduced on Sunday in 
1926, 


The Ninetieth Anniversary of the parish (1901) was observed by the Ded. 
ication of our Lady Banii by “ishop Coleman of “elaware, in memory of Mr, and ap 


åertsone ( 
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From 1895 to 1911 Dr. Upjohnhad priests like r. Dolling f ron igen K. 
y 


and Fr, Huntington and Fr. Sargent fron O. H. C. come for Missions, ete. His own 22 
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sermons on "The Catholic dystem versus Romanism," and "The Catholic System versus 
Protestantism," and The Integrity of the Faith," published by James Pott, did much 


to help the cause 


1902. In 1902 spk vestments replaced the linen ones used since 1883. On White 


38 


sunday in 1903 the present stone altar was dedicated. “he tabernacle door had 

not come, so I was asked to fit a false cardboard door in order thet the opening 
would not be in evidence, Apparently, there was comment fer when the door came 
it was net set on its hinges but was plastered in, and the key hole filled with 


plaster, “he key and hinges were inside the plastered tabernacle for twelve years. 


The acts of devotion that were gene rally adopted in 1900 were genuflec- 
tions during the Mass, the sign of the Cress, and more carefulness in reverencing 


the altar. There were twelve to fifteen servers to call on at this time, 


1906. in 1906 the Guild of St. Athanasius was formed Ber servers in the parishs 


eleven years before the Order of St. Vimeent came into existance. 


1907. in 1907 torches were used for the first time at “vensong on Low Sunday, 
and from then on at the Children’s Mass at the Sanotuse ‘his Children's Mass was 
carefully watched by P. b. representatives; every now and then the ceremonial had 
to be cut down = temporarily, ‘The first kequien mass (that I know about) with abso- 
lution ef the bedy was celebrated en February 26, 1907. Dr. Upjohn preoured a paper 
pamphlet copy of Hequiem Services by Walter Piymton of the Guild of 411 Souls. The 
occasion was my sister's funeral. + still have that copy with her namo written in 


certain places, in pencil, by Dr. Upjohn. 


1908. On Lew Sunday in 1908 the Companions of the Holy Saviour at st. Eliza- 
beth's went ever to the “oman Catholic Church, = an occurance which slewed up sence 
what our ceremonial, for + got the following letter from Fr. Clapp: 

ihe Rector bids you to a conference this evening at 8 o'clock. 

the conference is te be on possible simplification of certain 

details in ceremonial in the “unday services, “e are planning 

a very serious campaign for the Faith: and we must go as carefully 


as possible in matters of rituals I shall be there, too, Make it 


ete 


a point to cone, even if some other engagement must be 
put off a few minutes. 
Sincerely. 


We Ne C. 


1911, On May 2p 1911 (St, Athanasius’ Day) we had the first Acolyte's Ser- 
vice held in Philadelphia, when a little ever 100 Servers from other parishes 
responded to our invitation; 21 of our own Guild took part. ‘our years later 
Mr, Robert d. Walker, of the Chureh of the Advent, Doston, invited me te visit 
him over a weekend to consider forming the National “uild of Servers, O, S. V., 
patterned efter the English Guild of servanfiof the Sanctuary. 1 
The first Nuptial Mass was at the wedding of the ev. Henry Miley EAN 
Gummoy and Miss Margaret Upjohne ‘he seeond mas on zune 10, pen . abl, 


at Weddings % 
at 9:30 hae with ur. West at the organ. Three other Nuptial 277 Suu. 


followed these in 1925, 1926, and 1986. So far e 1 her there bes GENAN 
been ne e t dies: this time, were addressed as "Mr", ‘The title "Father" 
was used by one er two people only. in Cotober 1911 the “ne “undredeth anniversary 
of the parish was kept through St. Luke's Day and Octave with a series of Spiritual 
Conferences by Dr. J. Ge H. barry of the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, New York 


Citye 


Confessions were heard off and on from 1897 to 1911 when regular heurs 
were announced for two days before Christmas: 


FRIDAY RECTOR & SENIOR CURATE 5650-5 


SATURDAY " m3" 7 3.3085 Christmas “ve 
and 7. 50-9 
1915. On Easter afternoon, 1915, the sanctuary lamp which now hangs in front 


of the High Altar was hung in the Lady Chapel by “ey Smith and myself, directed 
by Dr. Upjohn. ‘he idea being that it would have been there a week before the 11 


A. M. congregation would discover ite 
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1916. In 1916 the “ishep ordered a Missien to be held in certain churches 

in the Diocese, and in which other parishes adjacent were to make the “ission, 

Dr. Upjohn siezed this opportunity, and got Fre P. Gavin Duffy, Superior ef the 
Order of the Divine Compassion. The church was filled Menday and “yesday, and by 
Wednesday there were people standing in the aisles half way up from the rear of 
the church, The ether Rectors in “ermantewm were arne ain that there 


people were getting too strong a dose of doctrine and discipline. 


1918, The slessed Sacrament was reserved in the Lady Chapel off and on from 
1915 (when the lamp was hung) till 1918 when reservation became permanente The 
sealed-up tabernacle on the “igh Altar was opened and the door properly hung on 


its hinges. On Whitsunday in 1915 the seven lemps were hung. 


1920. A cope was worn on has ter, 1920, for the first time =- by Dr. Upjohn, 


it was the property of Fr. Gorgase 


1923. On the decond Sunday in Advent, 1923, Fr. Conkling became Yecter and 
as the re-lining ef the church had been diseussed for several years, he immediately 


started a funderaising campaigne 


Sinco 1883 there had been rather prominent paintings of two angels with 
smoking thuribles over the High Alter, but we had to wait till Ash Wednesday night, 
1925, to actually use incense in the Processional Litany. For a year after that 
we used it at the Consecration of the Mass only, at 11 A.M. When the full use wes 


started another vestryman walked out, but returned in a month or two. 


1925. We had meetings of C. B. Se members from 1918 to 1925 when a Ward was 


established. 


i -6- 


1926. the complete removal of the practice of cewmunieating at 11 A.M. 

on Sundays was accomplished through a Sermon by Fr, Conkling on the econd 
Sunday after Epiphany, January 24, 1926 = twentysthree years ego. “his re- 
sulted in the less of another vestryman and several other members of the oong re- 


gations 


The first Solemn High Mess in St. Luke's was sung on November 4, 1926 
when a Catholic Conferenee for Priests was held here. “he celebrant was Fr. Wil- 


Liens, S.S.J.E., the Deacon was Fr, Williamson, the Sub-Aeacon was Fr, Joiner. 
- 4. 1 in 
‘oF } j Iha fa 4 c 
1927. The Crab bw dy 1 * f , Cy ayn 
1928. The Paschal Candle. e. 


1933. The next Solemm High Mass was sung on Thursday, October 26, 19533 it 


was a Votive Mass for the “elizious Life. The celebrant was Fre James Ce Thomas, 
the Deacon was Fr, Borsf 1e 1d, and the Subsdeacon was Fr. Gorgas. “his followed 
the Oxford Movement Yentenial High Mass in Convention Hall, Up to this time (1933) 
there were no statues in the chürch, merely empty niches, The eight empty niches 
in the reredes of the High Alter were filled with figures of the four arch-angels 
on the top rew, with St, Peter, St, Simon, St. Thomas, and St, mary Magdalene oc- 
cupying the bottom row - at a cost of $250.00 each. We still have two empty niches 
in the gateway of the Rood Screens 


1989. The statue of the “lessed Virgin was erected and dedicated on January 
25, 1939. The ringing of the Angelus at noon (only) was started. From 1932 to 
1939 we had a group of 45 Servers, which was broken up largely by World War II. 
Twenty-eight (28) Servers entered the amy, Navy, or Mafines. 
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1943. 411 of you have been here and know that Pr. Steele coame in “eptember 
1943, and that by 1944 some important improvements were made in the Choral 

Masses = such as, putting the Gloria in txcelsis after the Kyrie, establishing 

the nine-fold Kyrie at all Masses, and the Orate Fratres, discontinuing the In- 
vitation, Confession, and Absolution at 11 A.M. All these changes took place withe 
out any one leaving the pariske While we had Adoration and sometimes Benediction 
with Ciborium for some years at Ce B. Se Services, r. Steele added senediction 


given with the Ciborium to our hemnalSolemn “vensonge 


1945. In April 1945 our Ostens oriun or Mens t ranse was procured. Also in 
1945 the Mass of the Pressanctified, the Reproaches, and the Veneration ef the 


MoRE 
Cress were,correctly done. 


1947. On February 1, 1947, Votive “ights were installed at the base ef the 


Statue ef “ur Lady. 


